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My brothers and friends: 
To all who walk the deck of "Eilat", may your welfare be everlasting! 
David, King of Isral, in his description of those who come to praise and 
thank the Creator of the universe, says: "They who go down to the sea in 
ships, who do business in great waters: they see the work of the Lard, and 


His wonders in the deep .... He maketh the storm to be calm, so that the 





waves thereof are still, Then are they glad because they are quiet, and He 
Dringeth them unto their desired haven. Let them praise the Lord for His 
‘poodness and for His wonderful works for the children of men," 

(Palms CVI). 

You - the warriors of the Navy within the Israel Defense Force - who go 
through the seas and fierce watery to defend and protect the State of Israel 
sand its inhabitants, full « sucred duty to protect the holiness of the life 
of both the whole and the individual, 


ur prayers are directed to you, the Navy personnel of "Witt", 





peace 


shall you go and ln peace shall you retu 





May your journey be successful 
sand may you being peace unto Israel, 


Blewsingy from the depths of my heart, 
IsraelMelr Law 





Chief Rabbi of Israel 











EILAT, the first SA’AR 5 corvette built by Ingalls Shipbuilding for the Government of Israel, takes her place at the 


shipyard’s outfitting pier. 


REMARKS 


PRINCIPAL ADDRESS 


PRAYER 


NAMING OF EILAT 
AND BOTTLE 
BREAKING 


PROGRAM 


Mr. Jerry St. Pe’ 
President, Ingalls Shipbuilding 


Mr. Alton J. Brann 
President and Chief Executive Officer, 
Litton Industries 


Rear Admiral Ami Ayalon 
Commander in Chief, Israeli Navy 


The Honorable Professor Itamar Rabinovich 
Israeli Ambassador to the United States 


Rabbi Arnold E. Resnicoff 
Commander, Chaplain Corps, U.S. Navy 


Mrs. Efrat Rabinovich 
Ship’s Sponsor 
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ime Minister Yitzhak Rabin inscribes his initials into the 
fakes plate of the SAAR 5 corvette EILAT on May 26, 
1989, marking the start of detail design. Also participating 
was Ingalls Shipbuilding President Jerry St. Pe’ center, and 
Mr. Moshe Kochanovsky, Director, Israeli Defense Mission 
to the United States. 


ted for the Government of Israel. Three ships will 
make up the class, each 281 feet (86 meters) long, 
with a 32.6 foot (11.9 meter) beam. Twin diesel 
main engines power the 1,200 ton ship during 
most operations, with a 30,000 horsepower gas 
turbine engine available for stable high-speed 
operations exceeding 33 knots. 
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CONSTRUCTION 


i e world’s first surface comba- 

t Be be designed entirely using 2 
Computer-Aided Design/Computer-Aided Manufac- 
Coe GADICAM) program that significantly 
Se Se the efficiency of detail design, and has 
as d the number of manual steps involved in 
awvertlA0 detail design drawings to ship compo- 
ce improving productivity and efficiency. 
ee At Ingalls, this three-dimensional CAD system 
is linked with an integrated CAM production net- 

rk of computers and localized minicomputers 
taroughout the shipyard. The CAD equipment also 
is electronically linked to direct the operation of 
numerically-controlled manufacturing equipment 
utilized to cut steel plates, bend pipe, and layout 
sheetmetal assemblies. 

Fabrication of the ship began on September 5, 

1991. The ship’s keel was laid February 24, 1992. 

During the construction of EILAT, dozens of 
assemblies were built and outfitted with piping 
sections, ventilation ducting and other shipboard 
hardware. These assemblies were joined to form 
the ship which was then outfitted with larger 
equipment items, such as propulsion and power 
generation machinery and electrical equipment. 

When the hull was complete, EILAT was 
moved, as a completed ship, over-land using 
Ingalls’ wheel-on-rail transfer system, onto the 

shipyard’s launch and recovery drydock. 

On February 9, 1993, this drydock was ballast- 
ed down, and EILAT floated free, and was moved 
to her outfitting berth. Upon completion of post- 
launch outfitting, as well as dockside and at-sea 
testing and crew training, EILAT will sail for her 
homeport, Haifa, Israel. 
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The Honorable Professor Itamar Rabinovich, Israeli 
Ambassador to the United States, will deliver the 
principal address Friday during a 10 a.m. ceremony 
naming EILAT, the first of three SA’AR 5 corvettes 
being built for the Government of Israel by Ingalls. 

Ship’s Sponsor Mrs. Efrat Rabinovich, wife of 
Ambassador Rabinovich, will break a bottle of 
champagne across the new ship’s bow, officially 
naming the corvette “EILAT.” 

Other participants will include Rear Admiral Ami 
Ayalon, Commander-in-Chief, Israeli Navy; Alton J. 
Brann, President and Chief Executive Officer of Litton 
Industries; and Ingalls President Jerry St. Pé. Rabbi 
Arnold E. Resnicoff, Commander, Chaplain Corps, 
U.S. Navy, will offer the prayer. 


Also attending Friday’s ceremony will be: Major 


EILAT TO BE 
HONORED FRIDAY - - 
EILAT, the first SA’AR 5 
corvette built by Ingalls 
for the Government of 
Israel, will be honored 
Friday during a 10 a.m. 
ceremony. 
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Ceremony naming first SA’AR 5 corvette Friday 


General Giora Romm, Israeli Defense and Armed 
Forces Attache to the U.S.; Vice Admiral Robert K. U. 
Kihune, USN, Director, U.S. Naval Training; Mr. 


Moshe Kochanovsky, Director, Israeli Defense 
Mission to the U.S.; Mr. Hanan Moked, Deputy Chief 


of Israeli Naval Programs; and Captain David Aiber, 
SA’AR 5 Project Manager, Israeli Navy. 

The name “EILAT” is rich with tradition. In 1948, the 
name of the ship that brought the first surviving 
Jewish immigrants to Israel after World War || was 
changed from “The Jewish State” to EILAT. The 
second EILAT was one of two ships purchased from 
the British Royal Navy in 1956. The third ship named 
EILAT was the fourth in a series of missile boats 
purchased from France. 

Ingalls began fabrication on the newest “EILAT” 


(See SA’AR 5 CEREMONY .. . back page) 
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Ingalls shipbuilding 
launches Israeli Ship 


PASCAGOULA, Miss. — The first 
ship built by Ingalls Shipbuilding 
for a foreign government was Offi- 
cially named the Eilat in ceremo- 
nies Friday at the company's west 
bank shipyard. 

Efrat Rabinovich, wife of Israeli 
Ambassador to the U.S. Itamar 
Rabinovich, broke the traditional 
bottle of champagne on the bow of 
the sleek corvette, the firstofanew 
Class of ships. 

Ambassador Rabinovich was 


__Principal speaker.at the ceremony. . 


He said the small but fast ‘and 
powerful corvette, which packs 
great firepower, is expected to play 
‘a key role in maintaining Israel’s 
access to sea lanes. 
Rabinovich apologized for Is- 
raeli Prime Minister Yitzhak Ra- 


_ bin, who was scheduled to deliver 
_ the address, saying that increased 
_ terrorist attacks during Rabin’s 


visit to the U.S. had forced his early 
return to Israel. 

Rabinovich said, however, that 
Rabin’s visit to the U.S. hadaccom- 
plished its mission of cementing 
relations and noted that person-to- 
person relationships had been es- 
tablished between Israelis and 
personnel of the shipyard during 
construction of the vessel. 

Several high-ranking Israeli de- 
fense personnel were on hand for 
the ceremony, including Adm. Ami 
Ayalon, commander in chief of the 
Israeli Navy, who said the name 
Eilat carries a proud history in the 
nation’s navy. 

The first Eilat was the converted 
U.S. Coast Guard vessel first used 
to bring surviving Jewish immi- 
grants to Israel after World War II. 
Ayalon said the ship was involved 
in several battles during the war 
for independence and was later 


used as a training vessel. 

The second ship to bear the 
name was purchased from the 
British Navy in 1956. The second 
Eilat participated in two major 
engagements, helping capture an 
Egyptian ship and participating in 
the Six Day War in the Battle of 
Romani in which it was credited 
with sinking a torpedo boat. The 
second Eilat was later attacked 
with missiles and sunk with the 
loss of 47 lives. 

The third Eilat wasa missile boat 
purchased from’ France.’ It was 
engaged in the Yom Kippur War of 
1973 and participated in several 


anti-terrorist operations before 


being decommissioned after 25 
years of service. 

Ingalls President Jerry St. Pe’ 
welcomed about 300 guests on 
behalf of some 500 employees 
engaged in the project, which in- 
cludes two other corvettes under 
construction. 

“This is a unique occasion for us 
in that it’s the first time in five 
decades of shipbuilding that we 
have launched a ship for anyone 
except the U.S. Navy,” St. Pe’ said. 
“We were privileged to build this 
vessel. We are committed to meet 
or exceed all expectations.” 

St. Pe’ said the vessel was 70 
percent complete. It will undergo 
sea trials in August and be deliv- 
ered by the end of the year. 
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‘Eilat’ small, fast, powerful 


The ship launched Friday by 
Ingalls Shipbuilding is a lot like 
the country it was built for, 
according to Prof. Itamar 
Rabinovich, Israeli ambassador 
to the United States. 

“In many ways, this great ship 
Eilat is symbolic of Israel. She is 
small, fast, powerful and 





sophisticated, with lots of 
firepower,” Rabinovich said. 

Ambassador Rabinovich was 
principal speaker before more 
than 350 guests attending the 
launching of the first of three 
SA’AR 5 corvettes being built for 
the Israeli navy by Ingalls 
Shipbuilding. 


‘‘Eilat cements the rela- 
tionship between Israel and the 
United States,’’ Rabinovich said. 
“Our partnership is based on 
shared ideas, shared emotions 
and shared interests. The de- 
cision to build SA’AR 5 class 
corvettes elevated the strategic 
dialogue and partnership 
between our two countries. The 
construction of this ship is 
another manifestation of that 
relationship,’’ he said. 

At the conclusion of the 
ceremony, the ship’s sponsor, 
Mrs. Efrat Rabinovich, wife of 
the ambassador, broke a bottle 
of champagne across the new 
ship's bow, officially naming the 
corvette Eilat, ‘‘on behalf of the 
State of Israel and its Navy.” 

Rear Admiral Ami Ayalon, 
commander-in-chief of the 
Israeli Navy, called Eilat ‘‘the 
first of a new generation of ships 
that the Israeli Navy will sail 
through the 1990s and into the 
next century. In doing so, she 
continues the rich tradition 
established by the ships and men 
of the Israeli Navy, whose duty it 
is to ensure open seas for the 
State of Israel.” 

Also on hand for the ceremony 
was Alton J. Brann, president 
and chief executive officer of 
Litton Industries. 

“This ceremony honors a new 
class of missile ship that is 
genuinely unique, 
technologically advanced and 
specifically designed for the 21st 
century and beyond,’’ Brann 
said. 

“Long ago, Litton and Ingalls 
predicted that the international 
shipbuilding market would 
become even more important for 
U.S. shipyard, and we resolved 
to lead the industry in the 
market,’’ Brann said. “With 
today’s ceremony celebrating 
the launching of the first SA’AR, 
we are setting the pace in 
achieving that goal." 

Jerry St. Pe’, senior vice pre- 
sident of Litton and president of 


Ingalls, represented the- 


shipyard’s 15,500 employees, 
saying, ‘“‘Today’s ceremony Is 
unique in the history of our 
company.” 

“This is the first time we have 
gathered to commemorate the 
launching of a navy ship other 
than for the United States Navy 
Fleet,”’ St. Pe’ said. : 

“We at Ingalls consider it a 
privilege to be partners with the 
Israeli/Ingalls team in produc- 
ing a ship that will immediately 
gain the attention and respect of 
navies worldwide.” x 

Other ceremony participants 


included Vice Admiral Robert 
K.U. Kihune, USN, director of 
U.S. Naval Training; Major 
Gen. Guiora Romm, Israeli De- 
fense Armed Forces attache to 
the United States; Moshe 
Kochsnovsky, Israeli Defense 
Mission to the United States; 
Hanan Moked, deputy chief of 
Israeli Naval Programs; Rear 
Admiral Abraham Nave, head of 
the Material Command, Israeli 
Navy and Capt. David Aiber, 
SA’AR 5 Project manager, 
Israeli Navy. 

Eilat is 281-feet long with a 32.6 
foot beam. Twin diesel main 
engines power the 1,200 ton ship 
during most operations, with a 
30,000 horsepower gas turbine 
engine available for stable 
high-speed operations exceeding 
33 knots. Eilat is the world’s first 
surface combatant ship to be 
designed entirely using com- 
puter aided design (CAD). 

The ship’s integrated combat 
system is compact, powerful and 
multimission in scope, capable 
of countering air, surface and 
subsurface threats in the entire 
tactical area. Missiles on board 
include the new Israeli 
vertically-launched Barak 
surface-to-air, the long-range 
U.S. Harpoon surface-to-surface 
and the short-range Israeli 
Gabriel surface-to surface 
systems. The combat system 
utilizes optical surveillance 
measures along with the more 
traditional two and three 
dimensional radar. 

In addition to its missile 
capabilities, Eilat will be 
equipped with torpedo laun- 
chers, a Phalanx Close-in 
Weapons System (CIWS), a 
torpedo decoy system and 
electronic decoy measures. 

Upon completion of post- 
launching outfitting, as well as 
dockside and at-sea testing and 
crew training, Eilat will sail for 
her homeport in Haifa, Israel 
early next year. 


Sunday, March 21, 1993 Mississippi Press—9-A 
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TRIBUTE TO ‘EILAT’ — Eilat, the Israeli Navy's first SA’AR 5 Class 
corvette, was launched Friday in a ceremony at Ingalls. Shown saluting 
during the event are Admiral Ami Ayalon (left), commander-in-chief, 
Israeli Navy and Capt. David Alber, SAAR 5 Project manager, Israeli 
Navy. 





Ingalls launches first : 
Ship for Israeli navy | 


| By DON BROADUS 
Mississippi Press Managing Editor 
The first ship built by Ingalls 
Shipbuilding for a foreign oe 
ernment was officially named 
the Eilat in ceremonies this 


morning at Ingalls west bank 
shipyard. 

Mrs. Efrat Rabinovich, wife of 
Israeli Ambassador to the U.S. 
Itamar Rabinovich, the prin- 
cipal speaker, broke the tradi- 


tional bottle of champagne on — 
the bow of the sleek corvette, the ~ 
first of a new class of ships. oo 

Ambassador Rabinovich said “ 


the small but fast and 
See LAUNCHING.......... etke 


ae 





WINDY SPLASH — Mrs. Itamar Rabinovich, wife of the 
Israeli ambassador to the U.S., breaks the traditional 
bottle of champagne on the bow of the Eilat, a corvette 


Rabinovich. 


constructed by Ingalls Shipbuilding for Israel. Also 


p> Launching 


From Page 1 

corvette, which packs awesome 
firepower, is expected to play a 
key role in maintaining Israel’s 
access to sea lanes. 

Rabinovich apologized for 
Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin, who was scheduled to 
deliver the principal address, 
saying that increased terrorist 
attacks during Rabin’s visit to 
the U.S. had forced his early 
return to Israel. 

However, Rabinovich said that 
Rabin’s visit to the U.S. had 
accomplished its mission of 
cementing relations with the 
U.S. and noted ‘that person-to- 
person relationships had been 
established between Israelis and 
personnel of the shipyard during 
construction of the vessel. 

Several high-ranking Israeli 
defense personnel were on hand 
for the ceremony, including 
Admiral Ami Ayalon, com- 
mander in chief of the Israeli 
Navy, who said the name 
“Rilat” carries a proud history 
in the nation’s navy. 

The first Eilat was the con- 
verted U.S. Coast Guard vessel 
first used to bring surviving 
Jewish immigrants to Israel 
after World War II. Ayalon said 
the ship was involved in several 
battles during the war for in- 
dependence and was later used 
as a training vessel. 

The second ship to bear the 
name was purchased from the 
British Navy in 1956. The second 
Eilat participated in two major 
engagements, helping, capture 
an Egyptian ship and 
participating in the Six-Day War 
in the Battle of Romani in which 
it was credited with sinking a 
torpedo boat. The second Eilat 
was later attacked with missiles 
and sunk with the loss of 47 lives 
and 100 wounded. Ae 

The third Eilat was 4 missile 
boat purchased from France. It 
was engaged in the Yom Kippur 
War of 1973 and participated in 
several anti-terrorist operations 
before being decommissione 
after 25 years of service. 

“The SA’AR 5 Eilat proudly 
takes her place in this long line 


of ships dedicated to the protec- 
tion of the state of Israel and her 
primary mission to preserve the 
peace,’’ Ayalon said. 

Ingalls President Jerry St. Pe’ 
welcomed about 300 guests on 
behalf of some 500 Ingalls 
employees engaged in the SA’AR 
project, which includes two 
other corvettes under construc- 
tion at the shipyard. 

“This is a unique occasion for 
us in that it’s the first time in five 
decades of shipbuilding that we 
have launched a ship for anyone 
except the U.S. Navy,’’ St. Pe’ 
said. ‘‘We were privileged to 
build this vessel. We are com- 
mitted to meet or exceed all 
expectations.” 

St. Pe’ said the vessel was 70 
percent complete. It will un- 
dergo sea trials in August and be 
delievered by the end of the 
year, he said. 

“We have met the challenges 
of the past and we are com- 
mitted to meet the challenges of 
the future,” St. Pe’ said. 

Alton J. Brann, president and 
chief executive officer of Litton 
Industries, said the Eilat marks 
another success story for Ingalls 
Shipbuilding. ; 

“This is a new class of ship,” 
Brann said. “‘It is unique, it is 
fast, it is advanced and its is 
capable of carrying out multi 
missions. It was built by the 
finest craftsmen in the world and 
I am confident it will meet all 
expectations.” : 

While Litton Industries de- 
rives 25 percent of its income In 
international markets, Brann 
said this was the first venture by 
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pictured are Alton J. Brann, president and chief 
executive officer of Litton Industries, (left) and 





Ingalls on the international 
scene. 

‘We began to look at the 
international market when we 
realized the U.S. Navy market 
would decline,’’ Brann said. 
“Our goal is to remain on the 
cutting edge of technology, and 
what you see here is our latest 
success.” 

The Eilat Class is 281 feet long 
with a 32.6-feet beam. The 
1,200-ton ships are powered by 
twin diesel engines during 
normal operations and by a 
30,000 horsepower gas turbine 
engine for high speed operations. 

They will be equipped with 
weapons systems to counter air, 
surface-to-surface and sub- 
marine attacks. 

Rabbi Arnold E. Resnicoff, 
commander, Chaplain Corps, 
U.S. Navy, offered a prayer to 
close the service. 
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INGALLS' FIRST SA'AR 5 CORVETTE — Eilat, the first 
of three SA’AR 5 corvettes being built for the 
government of Israel by Ingalls Shipbuilding in 


~> Rabin 


From Page 1-A © 
- Israeli Defense and Armed 
. Forces Attache to the U.S.; 
- Moshe Kochanovsky, director, 
Israeli Defense Mission to the 


-U.S.; Captain David Aiber, : 


SA’AR 5 project manager, 
Israeli Navy; Shimon Sheves, 
director general, prime 
minister’s office, and David 
Iverie, director general, defense 
minister’s office. 

- The name Eilat is rich with 
tradition. In 1948, the name of 
the ship that brought the first 
surviving Jewish immigrants to 
Israel after. World War II was 
changed from The Jewish State 
to Eilat. 

The second Eilat was one of 
two ships purchased from the 
British Royal Navy in 1956. The 
third ship named Eilat was the 
fourth in a series of missile boats 
purchased from France. 

Ingalls began fabrication work 
on the newest Eilat Sept. 5, 1991. 
The ship's keel was laid Feb. 24, 
1992, and the ship was launched 
Feb. 9, 1993. 

# At 281 feet (86 meters) long 
with a 36-foot (12 meter) beam, 
the SA’AR 5 corvette presents 
unprecedented capabilities in @ 
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rann, president and chief 
executive officer of Litton, and 
Jerry St. Pe’, president of In- 
galls Shipbuilding and senior 
vice president of Litton. 

Also attending Friday's 
ceremony will be the Honorable 
Professor Itamar Rabinovich 
Israeli ambassador to the U.S.: 
Major General Giora Romm, 
See RABIN Page 12-C» 
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warship of its size. Twin diesel 
main engines power the 
1,275-metric ton ship during 
most operations, with a 2,500 
horsepower gas turbine engine 
available for stable high-speed 
operations exceeding 33 knots. 

The ship’s integrated combat 
system is compact, powerful and 
multi-mission in scope, capable 
of countering air, surface and 
subsurface threats in the entire 
tactical area. Missiles on board 
include the ‘new Israeli 
vertically-launched Barak 
surface-to-air, the long-range 
U.S. Harpoon surface-to-surface 
and the short-range Israeli 
Gabriel surface-to-surface 
systems. 

The combat system utilizes 
optical surveillance measures 
along with the more traditional 
two- and three-dimensional 
radar. In addition to its missile 
capabilities, ‘Eilat will be 
equipped with torpedo laun- 
chers, a Phalanx Close-In 
Weapons System (CIWS), a 
torpedo decoy system and 
electronic decoy measures. 

Extensive provisions have 
been made in the ship's design to 
reduce the ship’s radar cross 
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Pascagoula, will be officially launched Friday. The 


Rabin, prime minister of Israel, will 


serve as the ceremony’s principal speaker. 





section, infrared and noise 
signatures. Eilat is helicopter- 
capable with a hangar and full 
support facilities. 

Ingalls is building the cor- 
vettes using modular techniques 
pioneered at the shipyard in the 
1970s, and refined during two 
decades of assembly line con- 
struction of advanced U.S. Navy 
destroyers, cruisers and am- 
phibious assault ships. 

This modular process is sup- 
ported by an extensive 
Computer-Aided De- 
sign/Computer-Aided 
Manufacturing (CAD/CAM) 
program that has enhanced the 
efficiency of detail design, and 
has reduced the number of 
manual steps involved in con- 
verting detail design drawings to 
ship components, improving 
productivity and efficiency. 

The 1,200-ton SA’AR 5 corvette 
is the world’s first surface 
combatant to be designed en- 
tirely using Computer-Aided 
Design (CAD). Engineering 
personnel at Ingalls use a 
three-dimensional CAD system, 
which is linked with an inte- 
grated CAM production network 
of host-based computers and 
localized minicomputers 
throughout the shipyard. The 

CAD equipment also produces 
magnetic tapes which are used 
to direct the operation of 
numerically-controlled 
manufacturing equipment 
utilized to cut steel plates, cut 
and bend pipe and form sheet- 
metal assemblies. 

Upon completion of post- 
launch outfitting, as well as 
dockside and at-sea testing and 
crew training, Eilat will sail for 
her homeport in Haifa, Israel, 
early next year. 
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Please present this card for: 
9:00 a.m. - Continental Breakfast, La Font Inn (see map) 
9:30 a.m. - Bus Transportation to ceremony site at Ingalls 

10:00 a.m. - Float Off Ceremony for EILAT 

10:45 a.m. - Bus transportation returns to La Font Inn 

11:00 a.m. - Reception, La Font Inn 








